US DA Foreign Agricultural Service

e GAIN Report
- Globa Agriculture Information Network

Voluntary Report - public distribution Date: 10/4/2001
GAIN Report #DA1016

Denmark

Organic Products

Danish Organic Feed Found to Contain GM Os
2001

Approved by:

Philip A. Letarte

U.S. Embassy, The Hague
Prepared by:

Hasse Kristensen

Report Highlights:
The Danish Government revealstest resultsfor GMOsin organic feeds.

Includes PSD changes: No
Includes Trade Matrix: No
Unscheduled Report

The Hague [NL1], DA



GAIN Report #DA1016 Pagelof 1

Since January 1, 2001, the Danish Plant Directorate under the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and
Fisheries has been quietly testing organic feed for GMOs.  The results of the most recent test of
organic feed was published August 1, 2001. Almost haf of the samples reveded GMO content. The
Danish authorities interpret the EU organic feed regulations as not dlowing GMO. Danish organic feed
isrequired to be entirely organic. Previous regulations alowed up to 25 percent conventiona feed. To
emphasize the seriousness of this offense, the Danish Minister of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries fined
two firms,

Organic feed sampled from elght Danish feed companies reveded traces of GMO'sin 20 samples out
of atotd of 48, and in 7 samples, in quantities of more thanl percent. The representative for the
Organic Service Center dated thet it is unavoidable that GMOs would be found in organic soybeans,
since they are trangported in the same ships which transport conventiona beans. The Miniger, Ritt
Bjerregaard, an organic enthusiast hersdlf, finds it unacceptable that any GMO'swould bein organic
feed. Shesad it isproven that some feed companies are able to provide 100 percent organic feed.

Asmogt organic feed ingredients are imported, the Minister has written to her European colleagues to
encourage them to intensify their controls. The Netherlands dlows up to one percent of GMO'sin their
organic feed and athough Sweden has a zero tolerance level, they do not randomly test organic feeds
for GMO's.

The Minigter wants to change legidation in order to be able to publish the names of the companies, and
by that force them to be more cautious and eager to secure GMO free organic feed. The feed
producers, on the other hand, have stopped sdlling organic feed at fixed prices until athreshold is
accepted.

As afollow-up to a previous sample, the Minigtry is now planning another series of random samples for
food containing soybeans and corn products. The survey from February to July, 2000 disclosed that
onethird of al products contained more than one percent GMO and none of these were labeled, as
required. Ten percent of al products tested had a GMO content above 3 percent. Labeling of
gpproved GMO’sis mandatory if the GMO content is above 1 percent. The results of this new survey
will be published before New Y ear.
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